[Oral health care for the elderly. More than care for the mouth only].
Dental treatment is changing to oral health care, integrating curative treatment and care. This development is based on the present state of oral health of elderly people. In the future, elderly persons are expected to receive adequate oral health care. This requires gerodontic knowledge and skills, as most oral health problems of elderly persons are chronical and related to ageing processes. For about 25% of elderly people substantially adapted oral health care is needed. This geriatric oral health care can be best provided in collaboration between dentists, dental hygienists and other careproviders. This procedure is already common practice in the care for the chronically ill. Then oral health care will become more than care for oral health.